
What Can You Recycle?
For a list of Materials Accepted for recycling, please see the inside of this brochure or visit our website at http://
stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/street/refuse/recycle/materialsaccepted.cfm.  A briefer list will be posted
on the front of the blue recycling dumpsters and on the inside of the lid of the blue recycling rollcarts.  Recyclables
will be collected using a method called “single-stream” recycling, a system where all recyclables are mixed together
in the same dumpster or rollcart (separately from trash).

How Can Your Mixed Recyclables Be Valuable?
Visit our website at http://stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/street/refuse/recycle/commingled.cfm for an
explanation of how commingled recyclables can be separated into more useful streams.  When using your blue
recycling dumpster or rollcart, it is very important that you deposit only the items included on the Materials
Accepted list.  Keeping recyclables uncontaminated (e.g., no trash, non-recyclables, food, etc.) ensures that they
will be useful to processors and manufacturers who buy or accept them from us.

What Happens To Your Recyclables?
Visit our website at http://stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/street/refuse/recycle/materialdestinations.cfm
to learn where your recyclables are transported to and what products they’re recycled into.

Is It Enough To Simply Deposit Recyclables Into A Recycling Dumpster Or
Rollcart?
Actually, to truly and fully recycle, you must also buy products that are made with post-consumer recycled content.
True recycling is a closed-loop system.  If you’re not buying post-consumer recycled content products, there are
no markets for your recyclables, so collecting them becomes pointless.

Fortunately, there are already many post-consumer recycled content products available for you to purchase.
Simply check the packaging of the products that you buy.  Look specifically for “post-consumer recycled content”
on the labels.  Wherever you shop, ask for post-consumer recycled content products.  For more information about
where you can buy post-consumer recycled content products (in our City, in our Metro Area, and/or online), visit
our website at http://stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/street/refuse/recycle/buy.cfm.

Where Can You Learn More About Residential Recycling Pick-Up Service?
Details included here and periodic updates can be viewed on our website at http://stlouis-mo.gov/government/
departments/street/refuse/recycle/alley-curb-dump-cart-recycle.cfm.

To Request A Service, Report A Problem, And/Or Offer A Compliment...
...you must contact the Citizens’ Service Bureau (CSB).  Please submit your request or report to CSB online at
http://stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/public-safety/neighborhood-stabilization-office/citizens-service-
bureau, via Twitter @stlcsb, or phone them at (314) 622-4800.

Questions Or Comments (That Are Not Service Requests Or Problem Reports)...

...might already be answered by the wide variety of information posted on our website at http://stlouis-mo.gov/
government/departments/street/refuse/recycle.  Otherwise, please e-mail the Refuse Division’s Recycling Program
at recycle@stlouiscity.com or contact us via Twitter @CSLRRR.
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New Service - Residential Recycling Pick-Up!
Some Alderpersons are implementing household recycling in all or parts of their Wards
(check http://stlouis-mo.gov/data/address-search to find which Ward you live in).  Your
participation and feedback are vital to the success of this service.  Thank you for your
efforts and support in making the City of St. Louis a cleaner and greener place to live.

Why Implement Residential Recycling Pick-Up Service?
Overall, the City of St. Louis Refuse Division collects approximately 200,000 tons of waste
each year (i.e., from City residents, City government facilities and public spaces, special
events, etc.).  Annually, this is costing our City $6 million in landfill tipping fees.  In 2009, from just residential alley
dumpsters/curbside rollcarts, we landfilled 142,646 tons of solid waste, costing us $4,871,895 in landfill tipping fees.
Reducing the amount of waste we generate, reusing materials as many times as possible, and recycling these
resources avoids landfill tipping fees.

Why Recycle?
 Recycling avoids disposal costs.  We pay a fee for each ton of waste we bury in a landfill.

 Recycling conserves energy.  It is more energy-efficient to manufacture with recyclables than virgin materials.

 Recycling minimizes pollution.  Manufacturing with recyclable resources causes less pollution (i.e., air, water, soil)
than virgin materials.

 Recycling creates more jobs.  Every one job in a landfill equals about ten jobs in a Materials Recovery Facility
where recyclables are processed.

 Recycling minimizes litter and illegal dumping, because those materials have value (e.g., someone buys them;
someone accepts them without any fee; someone has a use for them, even if they don’t buy them, etc.).

Do You Have To Pay A Fee To Recycle?
Beginning July 2010, a fee of $11.00 per household per month is charged to households for Refuse Division
services.  These services include twice-per-week solid waste pick-up; once-per-week yard waste pick-up; once-per-
month bulky (e.g., furniture) and B.O.A.T. (i.e., automotive Batteries, motor Oil, Appliances, Tires) pick-up; and
once-per-month drop-off of one standard pick-up truck-load of any of the above.  If/when your Alderperson
chooses to implement recycling pick-up in your Ward, your solid waste collection will be switched from twice-per-
week trash and no recycling to once-per-week trash and once-per-week recycling.

Where Will Your Recyclables Be Picked Up?
• Residents who receive trash collection via alley dumpsters will have one or more blue recycling
dumpsters in their alleys (depending on alley size and funding available for recycling dumpsters).
Each blue recycling dumpster will have recycling signage on the front, and white recycling arrows (as
illustrated here) on each side.

• Residents who receive trash collection via curbside rollcarts will have one blue rollcart for their recyclables.  This
rollcart will be marked specifically for your address and must remain there.  Each blue recycling rollcart will have
recycling signage inside of the lid and white recycling arrows on each side.

How Often And When Will Your Recyclables Be Picked Up?
You will still receive two solid waste pick-ups per week.  However, instead of twice-per-week trash and no recycling, it
will be once-per-week trash and once-per-week recycling.  What would have been your second trash pick-up each
week will become your recycling pick-up.  The holiday schedule for recyclables collection will be the same as what it
would have been for trash.  Rollcarts must be placed on the street (not the sidewalk) by 5:30 a.m. and rolled back
(e.g., inside of your garage or gate, etc.) by 11:00 p.m.

City of St. Louis Refuse Division’s Recycling Program http://stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/street/refuse/recycle
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